
Messenger University
Writing Made Simple

Spring, 2022

Writing Made Simple: Lesson 4 Activation

Discover Your Milestones and Choose Your Elements

Activity:

Part 1: Draw a Map of the Reading Journey

Last week you established your starting point and endpoint for your reader. Now it is time to
begin to establish the milestones you need to take your reader through—step by step and
chapter by chapter—in order to get them to the desired destination of their reading journey
with you.

1. Brainstorm Your Chapters (milestones)—Some of the ideas from your
brainstorming list in lesson 2 may be valuable to you at this point. Pull out that list
and add to it.

2. Narrow Down Your Chapters—Pare down your brainstormed list by:

○ Eliminating the Obvious, and

○ Removing the Nonessentials

3. Think Strategically—Now that your list of key principles has been pared down, you
can begin to think strategically about your chapters. Here are some tips:

○ Write each of the 15-20 principles on your roadmap as milestones to get your
reader from start to finish. (If it helps you to visualize, actually draw it as a
“map.”

○ Take a step back and look at your roadmap. Ask yourself:

■ Are there any chapters jumping out at you that you can eliminate
before plugging these into your outline?

■ If so, remove them now.
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■ If not, that’s ok. Keep moving forward and allow the rest of the process
to help you in finalizing your remaining chapters.

4. Pray Over Your Developing Roadmap—God is leading you as you create the
outline of your book!

Part 2: Begin Choosing Your Chapter Elements
Now it is time to decide on the basic elements within your chapters. What do you want to
include in your chapters to help your reader reach each milestone? This is not meant to be
exhaustive, just basic. You are developing what will become the basic and consistent
structure of your book. It can look something like this:

Chapter One
● Title:
● Focus:
● Story(ies):
● Prayer Points:

Chapter Two
● Title:
● Focus:
● Story(ies):
● Prayer Points:

(and so on)

Remember:
This is the developmental stage of the “blueprint” of your book, the roadmap for your
reader’s journey with you. It is not set in stone, and it is not meant to be extremely thorough.
Keep it basic.


